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August 30, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 
Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

The title of today’s sermon is: 

“The Content of Character”
Shall we pray …

Revelation 17:1, 2
“And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.”
Revelation 15:1 “And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.”
Revelation 16:1 “And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth.”

The Bible is clear. The angel in Rev. 17:1 is one of the seven angels that is to pour out the seven last plagues, and is the angel giving the information on the judgment of the great whore that sits on many waters. Revelation 17:15 “And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues.”
The great whore is a woman and we know that a woman in the Bible represents a church, Jeremiah 6:2.” I have likened the daughter of Zion to a comely and delicate [woman].” This verse represents God’s church Zion, which we know that fact according to Isaiah 51:16.”And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou [art] my people.” In 2 Corinthians 11:2 we read, “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present [you as] a chaste virgin to Christ. God’’s church is a pure virgin and has been faithful to her husband Jesus.
The great whore of Revelation 17:1 however, is a corrupt church for she has been unfaithful to her husband Jesus, for she is transgressing God’s commandments. She exercises control over many peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.

In Revelation 17:3
“So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.”

So we read where John has been carried away in vision to the wilderness where he sees this great whore riding a seven headed, ten horned red beast. We already read in verse 2 that she was committing fornication with her lovers, the kings of the earth who would be the leaders of nations and the powerful merchants. But she is also carrying on a work of persecution of God’s people as we read in verse 6 “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus:” So the corrupt woman is persecuting the pure woman.
In Revelation 12:6 we read of God’s church,
“And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred [and] threescore days.”  

In Revelation 12:14 “And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent.” 
A thousand two hundred and threescore days, (1,260 days) and a time, and times, and half a time (time = 360 days; times = 720 days and ½ time = 180 days. Total 1,260 days). One prophetic day = one literal year according to Num. 14:34 and Ezek. 4:6.
Both verses are giving us the period of time that the great whore would be in power and would be persecuting her enemies, God’s church, for 1,260 years, which we know was from 538 AD when the Papacy ascended to her un-challenged power, until receiving the deadly wound in 1798. 
Revelation 13:1, 2 we read of a symbolic beast representing Rome. “And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.  And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as [the feet] of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.”
So John sees this amalgamated beast representing a kingdom power, Papal Rome, rising in a populated area of western Europe having the pagan characteristics of  the leopard Greece, the bear Medo-Persia and the lion Babylon, and this kingdom got his power, seat and great authority from the dragon, the devil himself, Revelation 12:9.
In Revelation 13:5 it speaks of this power thusly,
“And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty [and] two months.” 

It is a blaspheming power in that it claims to be God on earth, having the power to forgive sins which only God can do. It once again gives its period of domination as 1,260 years expressed as 42 months. 42 x 30 = 1,260 days = 1,260 literal years. 
In Revelation 13:7 it says, “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” No less than 50 million of God’s precious saints were sent to bloody graves by the beast power. No record of the exact number is known, but some estimate that it could have been upwards of 150 million.
In Revelation 17:1 we read “… I will show unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:” The judgment is a result of its miserable track record and will culminate in its final annihilation in the plagues this side of the second coming.
In Revelation 17:3 we read
“So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.” This woman, this corrupt church has combined church and state and she is in control of both for 1,260 years. The angel is giving the evidence to John as to why this corrupt church is worthy of destruction. He saw her beginning in 538 AD when it rose to uncontested power.
We see her further described in Revelation 17:4 “And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:” Many of its cathedrals are decked with all manner of precious stones and gold. The priest in every mass raises the gold cup performing the blasphemous transubstantiation where the creature creates the Creator.
Purple and scarlet are the colors of their religious garments and when looking at a gathering of the cardinals while they are electing a pope, it is a sea of red and red is the color of sin. Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, …”
She lacks the sacred color blue, Numbers 15:38, “Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of blue: …”
Numbers 15:39 gives the reason for it is symbolic of the Ten Commandments and who ever wore it was separated from whoredom. The scripture reads, “And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the LORD, and do them; and that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring:”
Now Revelation 17:4 does say “And the woman was arrayed in purple …” The Bible does say that purple is a choice color of a virtuous woman, Proverbs 31:10, 22 “Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price [is] far above rubies. … She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing [is] silk and purple.”

The Papacy professes the virtue of morality, but it is not; it is immoral to say the least. Revelation 17:5 “And upon her forehead [was] a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” Her name, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS is the content of her character for she is the great whore, clothed in mystery and is the mother of all the little whore churches that sprang from her. She is filled with pagan rituals which she has baptized as Christian. Her daughter denominations keep her pagan rituals starting with Sunday worship, then Christmas, lent and Easter. 
Revelation 17:6 “And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration.” So here again we see John writing and speaking of the great, prolonged slaughter of tens of millions of God’s faithful. Many tortured with devices made with demonic ingenuity. The wording, “… I wondered with great admiration.” This does not mean John admired the Papacy in a pleasing sense; rather he was awestruck that all its negative accomplishments would actually come to pass; but it was more that he had to be filled with disbelief at what he beheld, in this vision.
Revelation 13:4 “And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who [is] like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?” We know that it is Satan himself that is being worshipped as the one orchestrating everything that Rome does. The whole world is captivated and admires the Papacy in a positive sense, totally clueless to what the reality is.
Revelation 13:3 “And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.”  We know the deadly wound happened in 1798 when the French General Berthier, commissioned by Napoleon, was sent to Rome to take the Pope prisoner. It was not a fatal wound however as the wound began to heal in 1929 when Mussolini restored the property and a substantial amount of money to the Papacy.  Today that wound is almost completely healed.
The angel gets John to snap out of his fixation on the Great Whore as we read in Revelation 17:7 “And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns.”
Revelation 17:8 “The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.” The once all powerful Papacy was, and is not enjoying worldwide power since its wounding, but will have a short space of world power again before its destruction in the plagues. All those who will be lost shall wonder after and worship the beast.
God’s people need to be studying and praying as never before as the wound healing period is almost done and now here in 2014, the last stitch is about ready to pop. We must stand with the Lamb and remember Phil. 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

Revelation 17:9 “And here [is] the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.”

We have often said that the seven heads which are the seven mountains on which the woman sitteth are literally the seven hills of Rome. Those seven hills are Aventine Hill; Caelian Hill; Capitoline Hill; Esquiline Hill; Palatine Hill; Quirinal Hill and Viminal Hill. What is interesting is that the Vatican is west of the Tiber River and the seven hills are east of the river. The seven hills were at one time a walled city of the original Rome.
The Vatican Hill lying northwest of the Tiber, the Pincian Hill lying to the north, and the Janiculum Hill lying to the west, are not counted among the traditional Seven Hills.

Rather than a literal interpretation of the seven mountains, let us consider now a spiritual application. Let us go back and reread Revelation 17:3, “So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.” So we know the woman is the Papacy, sitting on the beast which are the political powers of the world. 

Then we read in Revelation 17:9 “The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.” That verse is prefaced with “And here [is] the mind which hath wisdom.” I believe God is making a very important point for our understanding that we should not miss, so listen carefully.
In John 4:19, 20 it reads, “The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.  Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.” The mountain was once associated with worship.
The number seven means complete. “The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth …” could spiritually mean the complete domination and total rein over all of the political and religious systems who will have become united all over the world. Think about that.

Isaiah 4:1 “And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.” Seven women would be the united religious systems of the world, taking hold of one man, the Papacy, saying we will eat our own bread, meaning retaining our own unique doctrines and standards and wear our own apparel, meaning garments and here meaning retaining our own unrighteous character. We will maintain our differences, only let us be called by thy name, Sunday worshippers. We will take your mark, the mark of your ecclesiastical power.
As far as garments pertaining to character we read this in Zechariah 3:3 “Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel.  And he answered and spake unto those that stood before him, saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto him he said, Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment.” This of course would be the robe of Christ’s righteousness.

God’s people will have had this experience as we read in Revelation 19:8
“And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.”
Revelation 13:16, 17 “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” With the enforcement of the national Sunday law and with it going universal, only those with the mark of the beast, having her name which is the content of her character, will be able to buy or sell. Not so with God’s people as persecution will be restored and privation and hunger will be worldwide for the faithful people of God.

Back in June of this year we saw the meeting of the Pentecostals and Evangelicals arranged by Kenneth Copeland, where Tony Palmer gave then a message from the Pope that he recorded in Rome. There Kenneth Copeland recorded a message back to the Pope, who he called Holy Father, with the desire for a meeting in Rome. That meeting did occur and we are seeing the scripture in Isaiah 4:1 being fulfilled before our eyes. “And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying, We will eat our own bread, and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy name, to take away our reproach.” 
Since the Vatican II council of 50 years ago where the ecumenical movement was planned and implemented, the fruits of those efforts are being realized in our day. The belief of Rome and these Pentecostals and Evangelicals was that it is the Divine fulfillment of the prayer of Jesus to His Father in John 17 for unity. They talked with the Pope about their diversity, but the goal would be unity without giving up their doctrines.
Isaiah 4:2 “In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth [shall be] excellent and comely for them that are escaped of Israel.” In that day, our time, the final generation, shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious. The branch is the faithful followers of the Lord the world over which represents God’s people being ripened for the harvest. 

Isaiah 4:3 “And it shall come to pass, [that he that is] left in Zion, and [he that] remaineth in Jerusalem, shall be called holy, [even] every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem:” Those that are left in Zion are those whose names remain in the Lamb’s Book of Life. The latter rain will fall on those who were preparing under the early rain, to fully ripen them for the harvest. No one will receive that latter rain if they were not benefitted by the early rain.
James 5:7 admonishes us to “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.”

The latter rain may already have begun for our High Priest has almost completed the work of Judgment and soon He will stand up as Daniel wrote in Daniel 12:1, “And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people: and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation [even] to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.” 
When He stands up He shall make the declaration in Revelation 22:11, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.”
The content of the character of the unjust and filthy will be that of their father the devil, while the content of the character of the righteous and the holy will be that of their Elder Brother Jesus. Anyone attempting to be like Jesus while retaining the love of the world will be among the unjust and filthy. 
The time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation will be God’s wrath poured out in the seven last plagues on a rebellious and unrepentant people. It is only on this side of the close of probation that we must get it right. How is it with you?


Let us pray …

